[Surgical pathology of infective endocarditis].
Underlying pathologic disorders of infected valves were analyzed in 36 consecutive patients with infective endocarditis (from April 1987 to May 1995) of 18 aortic, 11 mitral and 8 prosthetic valves. Among 29 cases of native valve endocarditis, 27 had known organic changes [aortic valve prolapse 8, bicuspid aortic valve 4, annuloaortic ectasia 1, mitral valve prolapse 9 (including 2 cases associated with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy), looping chordae 1, rheumatic heart disease 4]. However, the remaining two cases had unknown etiology. Histological examination of these two aortic valves revealed proliferation of small vessels and remnants of vascular smooth muscle cells, suggesting postinflammatory valve prolapse. Five cases with definite pathology had no clinical signs of infection. The preponderance of surgically resected valves with infective endocarditis in Japan is non-rheumatic in origin.